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LETTEKS OF SOME MEMBEKS OP THE OLD 
CONGEESS. 

[The originals of the following letters of some members of the Old 
Congress, are in the Ferdinand J. Dreer Collection of Manuscripts, of 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

SELECTED BY MISS J. C. WTLIE, CUSTODIAN. 

Gunning Bedford to (Gen'l Schuyler f) 

Philada March 20* 1776 
Hon d Sir, 

I transmit you by the hands of my worthy Mend Mr. 
Chase, the Rolls of three Regiments. I have now in my 
hands five more raised in this Province, and one in the 
three lower counties on Delaware. The Rolls of two of 
them are nearly compleated, and shall be able to transmit 
them in a few days, the rest in the course of a few weeks. 

I understand you were pleased some time ago to write to 
the Congress, to order the M. Master to the northward, An 
order in consequence passed for my repairing immediately 
to Canady, but before this, I had received instructions 1o 
muster the Troops above mentioned & when I waited on the 
Presid' Col. Hancock, he told me the orders for Canady 
were not to be complied with until I had gone through the 
troops I had previous orders to muster, & then, that I should 
repair to you at 1ST. York & take your directions respecting 
the Troops stationed there, as to my going to Canada, he 
could not see the necessity of it, for there was a Deputy 
appointed by Genl. Wooster there & the appointment con- 
firmed by Congress, that it was impossible I could attend 
at Canady & New York too, and that there was a necessity 
for a M. Master at each place ; & further, that by a late re- 
solve, I was confined to the Middle Department, including 
N". York, the Jersies, Pennsylvania, the lower counties & 
Maryland. 

Mr. Chase tels me the order of Congress is positive for 
my going to Canady, & he is apprehensive some difficulties 
may arise from Col. Hancock's construction differing there- 
from. I should be extreemly sorry anything of the kind 
should happen, especially if it might reflect on my ready- 
ness to obey the orders of Congress. Mr. Hancock as 
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Presid' I should think, is the person from whome I am to 
receive the orders of Congress, they are as above, & I am 
now acting in obedience to them. But on another principle 
(I speak it with great diffidence) had the Congress consulted 
the saving to the publick, the order would have run, as Mr. 
Hancock has directed me to act, For if I was to comply 
with the order, there must be a Deputy here, there must 
some one attend at 1ST. York, & I go to Canad" where there 
is a person already acting in my Department & who must 
have got near thro' the army before I would get there. 

What the Congress have done, I know they have done, 
thinking it was what you wished to have them do, & I am 
satisfied if there can any difficulties attend the matter with 
one word you can set them all to rights. I flatter myself 
Hon d Sir, your good wishes towards me are such that I need 
say no more in order to insure your interest in case of need. 
I confess it would be more agreeable to me to be within 
the limits of your command & confined to the middle De- 
partment ; Canada is at so great a distance I could by no 
means make it so convenient & here I am almost within the 
circle of my connections. 

In the course of about three weeks, I expect I shall be 
able to set out for N. York & should be glad to meet your 
orders in what manner to proceed, 

Chase seems pleased with his tour to Canady; it may be 
very agreeable when he gets there, but I am afraid he will not 
find the journey so comfortable, I recommend him strongly 
to worthy Mrs. Schuyler, for a supply of stores to help him 
across the lakes ; you will be pleased to make my best com- 
pliments to her & to the rest of your good family. I can 
assure you they took much of the severity off of the severest 
part of my campaign & could he be so happy as to be in- 
dulged with as much of their company, I am convinced he 
would find equal benefit. 

I have the honor to be Dear Sir with much respect, 
Your much oblidged 

Most obediant 

Very Hble Serv' 

Or. Bedford. 

William Duer to Gov. George Clinton. 
Sir, 

Notwithstanding I have had for some Time Leave of 
absence to return to !N"ew York. I have forbore availing my- 
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self of it, till such time as I was relieved by one of the 
other Delegates, not chusing, at a very important Crisis, to 
leave the State unrepresented. 

By my long absence in Convention and in Congress my 
private affairs have got into the utmost anarchy and Confu- 
sion, and my Health, though somewhat mended from what 
it was a month since, much Impaired ; — I therefore flatter 
myself that you will be kind enough to inform the Council 
of Safety, that I shall not be able, consistent with the Duty 
I owe to myself to stay at this Place longer than the 25th 
Inst, and to urge them to send proper Persons to represent 
the State. Before that Time, I am certain that the Articles 
of Confederation will be completed in Congress, as at this 
Day, there is only one or two Clauses remaining for Decision. 

I trust that you Sir, and the honorable Council will do 
me the Justice to think that nothing but the most urgent 
Necessity could induce me to leave the State unrepresented 
in Congress, I trust however that Mr. Gbuv: Morris will be 
here before I quit this Place. 

I am, Sir, with very great Respect 

Your Excellency's and the Council's 
Most obed' H Me Servt. 

York Town, Pennsa Wm. Duek. 

Nov. 9th. 1777. 
His Excellency 

Geo Clinton Esq, 

Gov of the State of New York. 

Abraham Clark to Lord Stirling. 

York Town, Dec r 20, 1777. 
My Lord, 

We have been much alarmed by a report that the Army 
was going into Winter quarters in or about Wilmington, 
thereby leaving New Jersey and a great part of Penns" in- 
tirely open to the Enemy. This supposed measure pro- 
duced several Resolutions of Congress, which, with a Remon- 
strance on that subject from the Legislature of Penns a are 
forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief requesting his par- 
ticular attention to the Security of New Jersey &c. We 
had before Congress the Opinions of the General officers 
respecting "proper places for Cantoning the Army, and with 
great pleasure find you in favour of the Valley near Schuyl- 
kill, which in the judgment of all or most I have met with 

VOL. XXIX. — 13 
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is the only place for defending the Country and preventing 
Supplies to the Enemy, as the Army at Wilmington would 
leave great part of Penns* and Jersey greatly exposed to the 
Enemys Ravages, the shiping up Delaware would be lost 
and all the extensive Salt works in Jersey destroyed, and 
not unlikely a general defection take place in this State, and 
many parts of Jersey, and Supplies for the Army from the 
Eastern States greatly Obstructed. It is now said the 
Army are sitting down in the Valley which I heartily wish 
may be true. 

Many have long depended upon the interference of France 
in our favour, they indeed supply us with many necessaries, 
but no certain prospect opens of their declaring war. Their 
timid court are unable to shake off a Dread of Great 
Britain, they wish us well but dare not openly espouse our 
Cause. Spain is so intirely taken up with her Portugal 
affairs, that she has almost forgotten us. Austria, Prussia 
& Busia are all seeking their own interest and Meditating a 
Division of the Turkish Dominion, and but little regard the 
Dispute between us and great Britain. Our Enemies are 
busy in supplicating Supplies from Germany, from whence 
she may draw a small reinforcement but must principly 
depend upon their own subjects. "We also must depend 
upon our own force relying upon the blessing of Heaven for 
success. France & Spain appear to have something impor- 
tant in view by sending troops to the West Indies, but their 
designs are wholly unknown to us and perhaps undeter- 
mined by them. 

A ship from France lately arrived at Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire with 48 brass field pieces four pounders with 
Carriages compleat ; 19 nine Inch Mortars with Shells, Can- 
non Shot, small Arms, Powder & Sulpher. We have a 
prospect of soon having in our power a full supply of 
Cloathing for the Army. 

We have no late news from France, I have given the sub- 
stance of the latest. I am my Lord, 

Your Obed* Hum. Serv', 

Lord Stirling. Abra. Clark. 

Josiah Bartlett to Nicholas Folsom. 

York Town June 12" 1 1778 
Dear Sir, 

I arrived here the 21 s ' ult° & was obliged to put up at 
Stake's Tavern for several Days before I could procure other 
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Lodgings ; I now put up at one Hoffinan's on the west side 
of the Bridge quite at the west end of the town at a Ger- 
man House, where I am obliged to be a German in most 
Respects. We have been in hopes ever since I arrived here, 
that we should soon get back to Philadelphia, But the 
accounts from thence are so various & contradictory and the 
arrival of the Brittish Commis rs makes the Enemys Design 
of Removal somewhat Problematical; If they mean to 
Evacuate the place, I expect it will soon be Effected, as 
Gen'l. Washington has Removed our army towards the 
City ; The latter end of May Genl. Clinton & Lord Howe 
sent the late famous Acts of the Brittish Parliament to G. 
Washington and requested leave to send out a person to 
him, which He Refused & informed them that if what they 
had to communicate to him was what came under the mili- 
tary Department, He Desired it might be sent him in 
writing, but if it was of any other nature their application 
ought to be made to Congress ; The Beginning of this month 
they sent the same acts in a letter signed by L d Howe & G. 
Clinton Directed to the President of Congress signifying 
their being authentick copies & saying they wished they 
might have the Desired effect, the Congress Directed the 
President to inform them that when the King of England 
was seriously inclined to put an end to the cruel and unpro- 
voked war he had waged against the United States they 
would readily concur in all proper measures consistent with 
the Rights of Independant Nations ; The Interest of their 
Constituents & the sacred Regard they owed to Treaties ; 
The 9th Instant Genl. Clinton sent a letter to G. Washing- 
ton informing him of the arrival of the Earl of Carlisle, 
Mr. Eden & Governor Johnstone the Commis™ and Request- 
ing him to grant passports to Dr. Eerguson their Secretary 
to repair the next morning with letters to Congress ; G. 
Washington Refused the passports till he Rec'd the order 
of Congress on that matter; the Congress have not yet 
delivered on it I believe he will not be permitted to come 
to Congress But G. Washington ordered to Receive the 
letters at the line & send them to us. A Erench ship of 50 
guns is arrived at Virginia with Cloathing &c. &c. 

The Congress have not yet Ratified the Confederation, 
two or 3 of the States not having signified their assent, I 
expect it will not be long before it will be confirmed. The 
Indians & some Tories have committed Depredations on the 
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western parts of this State & Virginia, Measures are taking 
to chastise them I hope effectually. 

Give my sincere regards to the Council of Safety & 
accept the same yourself from him who is your sincere 
friend 

And Humble Serv* 

Josiah Bartlett. 
General Folsom. 



Silas Deane to John Hancock. 

Philadelphia, Septem* 14, 1778 
Dear Sir, 

I have not had the Pleasure of a Line from you since you 
left us, which I impute to your having been so much en- 
gaged in public Business. I hope the Articles sent you 
arrived safe and were found to satisfaction and that we shall 
soon have the Pleasure of seeing you again in Philadelphia 
by one means or another. The affairs which respect me 
have dragg'd on so heavily that nothing decisive has been 
done though I have been constantly applying, and my 
Patience is really worn out, & I cannot & will not longer 
endure a Treatment, which carries with it marks of the 
deepest ingratitude, but if the Congress have not Time to 
hear a man who they have sent for Four Thousand Miles, 
solely under the pretence of receiving Intelligence from 
him, it is Time that the good people of this Continent 
should know the manner in which their Representatives 
Conduct the public Business, and how they treat their Fel- 
low Citizens, who have rendered their Country, the most 
important Services. 

I freely appeal to every man of honor, & feelings, and 
will be content to be judged from what passes in his own 
breast, on supposing himself but for one moment exactly in 
my Situation. A Majority of Congress are disposed to do 
me justice, & complain of my being delayed in the manner 
I am from day to day, and from week to week, but you 
know that in Congress a few men can put off the decision 
of any Question by one means or other as long as they 
please, and you are not a stranger to what a certain Trium- 
virate, who have been from the first members of Congress 
are equal!. The baseness and ingratitude of one of them 
you have sufficiently experienced in private Life, to know 
him capable of anything in public, — and my old Colleague 
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Roger the Jesuit, with their Southern associates, have been 
indefatigable ever since my arrival, Roger, indeed is at pres- 
ent on a Tour, to the Army and thence to Newhaven, to 
stir up the pure Minds of the Faithful there against the 
next Election of delegates, he is expected back in a few 
Days, when perhaps they will be ready to take the Feild, 
after having suggested in whispers everything that could 
tend to hurt the man they causelessly attack — I am no 
way discouraged, but I am greived to find our Councils, & 
our public deliberations conducted in the manner they are 
at present. — The very name of Congress, was a great while 
sacred, almost as that of the Divinity in these States, you as 
well as I know how much weakness to say nothing more, 
lay concealed from the first behind the sacred vail, from the 
view of the public. I tremble for the Consequences, when 
Americans who have served their Country with the highest 
reputation at home, and abroad, shall be forced by the 
Injuries and abuse which they receive, in vindication of 
themselves to draw this vail and hold up to the open view 
of their Countrymen certain individuals, who have by one 
circumstance or another greatly influenced the deliberations 
of Congress. Self Defence is the first Law of Nature — I 
hope, and am sure I shall not be driven to this extremity 
whilst so many appear resolv'd to see justice done me. I 
will not add, but that I most impatiently expect you here, 
and hope that you will bring Mrs. Hancock with you, to 
whom I pray you present my most respectful Compliments. 
I am ever with the most sincere attachment 
D r Sir your most Gbe' and 

Very hum 1 " Servt 



Silas Deane. 



Hon ble J. Hancock. 



Elias Boudinot to Elisha Boudinot. 

Philadelphia, April 1" 1779 
My dear Brother. 

I am a little surprised that I have not rec'd a Line from 
you in so long a Time ; neither have I heard a Syllable from 
Home for three weeks. I have wrote you several Times, 
which I hope you have received. I am weary of this ex- 
travagant City, and yet I know not when I shall get out of 
it, I suppose by that Time I have spent my years Pay. 
I dined yesterday at a Friends, who had a roasting piece of 
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Beef for Dinner, and he assured me it cost him £11 : 5 : 0. 
God only knows where the depretiation of our money will 
end. I am racking my Brain upon a Plan to be laid before 

C for appretiating it, which I have vanity to hope will 

answer a valuable Purpose. I dare not write you any News 
as there is no dependance upon any Thing you hear. I have 
sold Dr. Burnet's Bills of Exch. for 6 for one, or as it is 
called here 9 for 1 that is £900 Currency for £100 Sterl. 
making Six Continental Dollars for one Continental Dollar 
mentioned in the Bill. 

If I should not get to the Supream Court, I beg you will 
appear for Genl. Wayne in case any indictment is found 
ag* him, or enter mine for him. I hope to finish here next 
week, but it is an uphill Cause, to get anything done here. 

I have been laid up with a severe pain in my Jaws & 
Teeth which alarmed me much, as I expected my ffever 
would have been brought on by it, — but thank a kind & 
gracious God, I am much better. 

My kind Love to Sister, Mr. & Mrs. South, — let them 
know that Belcher is well & determined to repair Home, 
which I think the most elegible Scheme, considering his 
Time of Life. 

Am my Dear Brother 

Yours very Afft ly 

Elisha Boudinot Esq. Elias Boudinot. 



Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer to John Hall. 

Phila. May 15 th 1781 
Dear Sib, 

The late scale of Depreciation as laid down by the Presid' 
& Council of this state, has thrown every thing into Confu- 
sion ; no Money except hard will pass in this City but at 
the most ruinous rate. Our Northern Army is starving, & 
Congress have it not in their power to remove one hundred 
barrels of Flour. 

I received from the Treasurer of our State Three hun- 
dred & forty pounds of the New Emission in Consequence 
of an order from the Gov. & Council, part of this money I 
exchanged for Continental being told it was money that was 
preferred in Phil* to any other paper. On my way up I met 
numbers of speculators from Phila. with quantities of Conti- 
nental to pass it off in our State. How they succeeded I know 
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not, but that, nor any other paper will now pass in this City 
but at the most destructive rate, I have therefore returned the 
Continental to Mr. Stone in hopes the Assembly will give 
directions to the Treasurer to receive this money in exchange 
for Bills of the New Emission, I should also have returned 
the New Bills (for I cannot pass them here) but they are too 
bulky. What the Maryland Delegates will do for want of 
Money, I do not know, there is but one mode by which 
they can be supplyed i.e., to order a quantity of superfine 
Flour, to be manufactured at the Head of the Bay, Super- 
fine flour will command hard money, Should this plan be 
adopted by the Assembly or the Governor & Council Mr. 
Joseph Gilpin will execute it with dispatch. Col. Hollings- 
worth has too much upon his hands to pay proper attention 
to this business, besides he might not be in the way when 
this order might arrive at the head of Elk. Had I hard 
money or could I procure it on my own Credit, I should 
not hesitate to pledge myself. If no mode of supply can 
be fallen upon, I must soon return to Maryland. 

Our affairs are in a most wretched situation. Congress is 
at its wits End — everything at a stand and unless the French 
fleet and army arrive very soon, we shall in all probability be 
in the most deplorable situation. 

The navigation of the Mississippi has prevented us from 
procuring supplies from Spain, Congress have relaxed & 
made this point in the Ultimatum negotiable, but too late 
for any supplies for this Campaign. The Emperor has de- 
fered his Mediation, I fear that there is too good an under- 
standing between the Courts of Vienna & London. 

We have received no late advices from Europe. — With 
my respectful Compliments to Mrs. Hall, I am 

Dear Sir 
Your affectionate friend 

Dan of S Thos Jenifer. 

To John Hall, Esq. 

Annapolis 

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer to (John Hall f) 

Phila. May 28 th 1781. 
My dear Sir, 

I thank you for your favor of the 25 ,h The Enemy's 
Cruizers being in our Bay & Rivers I conceived would pre- 
vent the General assemblys meeting so soon as the Exigency 
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of our affairs required, it is now neck or nothing every ex- 
ertion must be used this Campaign to prevent the Southern 
States being overrun. Every dispersion of the Enemy has 
its effect, & altho the prize be small yet it encourages enter- 
prize. 

Yesterday & today arrived from the — ■ — Eight sail of 
vessels with Hard Money. The merchants I am told pay 
very little regard to the embargo Law, indeed the State has 
not money to purchase the third of any vessels Cargo even 
were it to be offered to the President & Council. 

The Pennsylvania Line I believe is now on their March — 
General Wayne was obliged to order a Platoon to fire on 
part of the right wing who refused to March, four of the 
Mutineers were killed, one man it is said had 23 Balls 
through him. 

Your Delegates are without Money or Credit. What are 
they to do, none but hard will pass at this place unless it be 
on the most ruinous terms. . . . 

There never has been a time when Men of abilities were 
more necessary in Congress than at present, therefore I wish 
that proper attention may be paid to the Delegates letter by 
this Post to the general Assembly. We are not at liberty 
to disclose particulars, but the sooner an addition is made to 
the Delegation the better as delay cannot be admitted 
Altho at every Post want prevails, yet I flatter myself that 
our affairs will soon look up & that supplies will soon be had. 

I wish you and your little woman health and happiness 
and am very truly 

My dear friend 

Your affectionate Serv' 

Dan. of S Thos Jenifer. 

Mr. Cumberland was about 
leaving Madrid the 9th of Mar. 
I think his stay there was 
rather too long for the United States — 
Mr. Carroll is not very well. 

George Clymer to Henry Hill, Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote to Sam the Day after our arrival here and was 
then in hopes that would have been the last Letter from 
this Place which we had determined to leave as soon as 
a passage could be got to R. Island, but on Enquiry there 
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was no Packet, nor is there one arrived yet, so that we must 
have a little Patience and wait here. Mr. Dickenson's 
Horses are sick and galled and mine have been greatly 
hurt by certain green headed flies that ply at the Ferries 
about Newark, in the mean Time the Ladies are making 
daily Excursions, and yesterday by a near view of Hellgate 
wore away considerably the Terrors which the necessity of 
passing through it had inspired them. Betsy wants a pot 
hook or two from her 2 Dutch School Boys, while I think 
every thing goes well when I don't hear to the contrary. 

So many Inconveniences unforeseen in going through 
Connecticut that we have determined to stay here even a 
"Week longer for a Passage, so that in all probability a 
Letter will reach Us here, and fail not at your Peril. Betsy 
is much delighted with the pretty Country Seats here, ot 
which there are a great number — the views are fine and 
greatly surpass our own. 

As to Politicks I know nothing of them — Boston is a 
better Field. M c Dougal, Sears and Lamb are unknown to 
me, and as to the Politicians on the other side the Question 
I have only eat and drank with them. Here is great Strife 
and Contention but what is the Subject or who are the 
parties, I can hardly tell you. 

I am in a very bad Humour for writing but my Wife 
and Wives will have their way, has forced me to it. This 
Day was set apart for a jaunt to Long Island but having an 
Invitation a Day or two hence to dine there with a Lady of 
the Family of the Livingstons we have put it off to that 
Day — What think you of Black Fish, I have taken very 
kindly to them not having eat two ounces of Flesh Meat 
since I have been at N. Y. — Lobsters I have a proper Re- 
spect for, and do not pass by Crabs unnoticed — Beef and 
Mutton seem to be forgot with me at present but will be 
resumed in the Fall and Winter. Let Betsy's Love and my 
Compliments to Mrs. Hill close, 

Your mo. ob' S' 

G-. Clymer. 

Wednesday 13 July [1774] N. Yoke. 



John Dickinson to John Hall. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your Letter of the 23 d of last Month, & 
tho' it begins with a Complaint, I do not find myself pro- 
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voked to make such a Recrimination as you apprehend — 
that you write too much. 

Indeed, if I was not a very just Man, who am unwilling 
to receive Presents of the greatest Value, without making 
some little Returns, such as are in my Power, I should lay 
hold of your Promise, " to keep writing, till I inform you 
that I don't care to be pesterd with any more of your Letters," 
and thus gratify myself by my silence in two things to which 
I am extremely inclined, — to be lazy & to love you. But I 
will not take advantage of your friendly threatning — & I 
assure you any remissness I have been guilty of, has been 
almost of necessity. 

I think really that your Patriots have taken deep Draughts 
of our Politics. "We left some Dregs in the cup, that might 
make another Brewing ; but your Gentlemen have gone to 
the Bottom. "We drank a great Deal — but it made us ac- 
tive. Your Dose was so strong, that you have kept your 
Beds these six years, and the Fumes of the Liquor are not 
yet evaporated. But I beg your Pardon for speaking so 
freely of these civil Heroes — Their Motives may be com- 
mendable though I acknowledge their Conduct would ap- 
pear as laudable to me, if they were quite idle — as when 
they are so busily employed — in doing nothing. 

Our Legislators are now assembled, after having adjourned 
in some Discontent on the Grovenor's refusing the Supply 
Bill. It is yet doubtful, whether anything effectual will be 
done at this Meeting. 

A Dispute of another Nature has lately engaged the atten- 
tion of our City — In which, I am sorry to inform you, that 
your Province has lost some Credit. At our Races last 
week, the Purse of a hundred Pounds was carried away by 
a Horse called Britain, from your famous Parolet, — How- 
ever his Friends comfort themselves that he lost the Race by 
throwing his Rider, & not by want of Speed or Bottom. I 
give you this Intelligence because you tell me you are not 
too much of a Lawyer, Politician or Philosopher, to neglect 
attending a Horse Race. For my Part, I have been a mere 
Sportsman for some Time past, & can almost hold a Diologue 
in the Stile of the Turf — But the Courts are beginning, & I 
must change my Stile — However I think it will be proper 
both for you and. me to remember old Cato's advice, & mix 
Pleasure with Business & Innocence with Pleasure. — Applica- 
tion & Fatigue may procure Reputation & Wealth — But de- 
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stroy Health & Happiness — Preserve these last, & you will 
add to the Happiness of 

Your most affectionate Friend & very hble Servant 

John Dickinson. 

My Mother & Brother who Philadelphia, 

remember you with great Es- May 3 d 1762. 

teem desire their Compliments 
may be presented to you — 

I return you Sterling's Ser- 
mon, with many Thanks for 
your kindness. 

William Grayson to . 

New York June 15* 1785 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the packett has been duly received for which 
I am much obliged to you, and I make use of this oppor- 
tunity by Mr. Mazzei to answer it. 

I arrived at this place early in March, since which noth- 
ing of any real importance has taken effect except the land 
ordinance which is herewith inclosed : a difference of senti- 
ment between the Eastern & Southern part of the Continent 
& an imaginary difference of interests has made the ordinance 
less perfect than it might have been. — Congress are about 
directing a treaty to be held with the Western Indians at 
Post Vincent on the Wabash this summer for extinguishing 
their rights to the territory between the Miami & Mississippi ; 
should this be effected, I expect the ordinance will be made 
to apply to that country immediately as the paying the do- 
mestic debt in this way seems to be an object which every 
one has very much at heart. Indeed the necessity for y e 
measure is glaring, for while the taxes continue high, we 
shall have no emigrants from beyond seas, and the want of 
inhabitants is perhaps our only calamity. A very consider- 
able part of N° Carolina has revolted. They have assumed 
the powers of governm* and a Capt. Cocke was here the 
other day with authority from them to solicit admission. 
Georgia has laid off a county on the Mississippi called Bour- 
bon & settlers are gathering fast about y" Natchez. 

There is a report that the province of Maine begins to 
make speeches respecting independence ; Vermont remains 
as it did when you left this. 

Inclosed is a report of a comm 6e for altering the 9th ar- 
ticle of the confederation ; 8 states will be for it, but whether 
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or not it will suit the 5 Southern States, is a point^very 
questionable : perhaps some modification may be found out 
that will make it palatable. As the sending this report is 
against rule, I hope you will take good care that it is not 
made public : indeed I think it would be best to keep it a se- 
cret. It seems to be a doubt in Congress whether the in- 
structions to the Comm™ ought not to be changed. The 
principle of making treaties & granting to all the right of the 
most favored nations, begins to be disputed. This though 
entre nous, & what I would not chuse should be mentioned to 
any one. 

Congress have had two ineffectual tryals for the election of 
a minister to the Hague vice John Adams, Rutledge of S° 
Carolina, Governor Levingston & B. H. Hanson, of Mary- 
land, the persons nominated. 

As the Dutch Minister grows uneasy I think that Rut- 
ledge will be elected very soon, & in all probability today. 

Don Diego de Gardoqui charge des affaires from the Court 
of Spain is arrived at Philad* & is expected here every day ; 
what are the objects of his mission, we are at a loss to deter- 
mine. 

I have the pleasure to inform you the subscriptions to the 
Potowmac C° go on well ; At a meeting the other day, it was 
found that forty three thousand pounds were subscribed ; — 
They are therefore by the Act established a Company. 

General Washington is elected President & there is a 
good prospect of success. I imagine you must have heard 
before this, that an American vessel had arrived here in four 
months from Canton in China laden with the manufactures 
of that country ; & that our country men at that place had 
as much respect & civility shewn them as those of any other 
nation. The opinion here is that this trade can be carried 
on to great advantage. 

I remain y r Affe. fr'd, 

& most obed. Ser* 

I enclose also the journals Will™ Gbayson. 

of Congress. ~W. G. 

John Langdon to Fulwar SMpwith. 

Philad. Decern. 5 th 1794 
Dear S b , 

Your kind favor ot the 20 th Aug' I've Just Rec'd, for 
which you have my Thanks. The fall of that Monster 
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Robertspeare was a most fortunate Circumstance for France, 
his fate will be a Constant warning to all those who are 
hereafter entrusted with the Eights of the people and betray 
their Trust. 

We are highly pleased with the Reception of our Minis- 
ter (Mr. Monroe) by the National Convention, I am full in 
the Belief, he will do himself honor, and Render his Coun- 
try essential service. 

"We have nothing here worth Communicating, to be very 
particular, little good would arrise and prudence forbids, 

the astonishing successes of the French, exceed every 

Conception we probably would have had. I am fully sen- 
seable your time must be greatly taken up with your numer- 
ous Correspondence, but as often as leisure and opportunity 
offers I shall be greatly gratified in hearing from you ; If 
any thing Turns up in the Sniping way or furnishg of 
Masts or provisions from our Part of the Continent, I shall 
be ready to Direct the Business. 

Accept my best wishes for your Happiness and believe me 
very sincerely your 

Friend & H w Sev*, 

John Lanqdon. 

Fulwar Skipwith, Esq. 

Samuel Chase to John F. Mercer. 

BaltR 6 March 1803. 
Dear Sib, 

Your good wishes are acceptable. I received a Shock 
which would probably, have terminated fatally, but for co- 
pious Bleedings. I have not quite recovered, but believe I 
am in a fair way. I have made a small addition to the 
Card you enclosed, and will send it to the American for pub- 
lication, which I believe you will approve. 

There is but one Event (which will probably never hap- 
pen) in which I will interfere with politics ; I mean the es- 
tablishment of a new Government. I believe nothing can 
save the present one from dissolution. Some Events, as a 
"War with France, may delay it for a few years. The Seeds 
are sown, they ripen daily. Men without Sense and without 
property are to be our Rulers, there can be no Union between 
the Heads of the two Parties. Confidence is destroyed ; if 
attempted they will be branded as Deserters, and lose all In- 
fluence. Things must take their natural Course, from bad 
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to worse, You cannot retire, expect therefore Disappoint- 
ment, Deceit, and Disgrace as far as Party can give it. 
I wish you Health and Happiness. 

Yours truly 

Samuel Chase. 
His Excellency John F. Mercer, 

Gov. of Maryland 

Annapolis. 



